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Another year in the life of the Southern Table Tennis Association seems to have 
passed so quickly, and again I am back behind the keyboard reflecting back on the 
past twelve months. 
 
In reading my report for 2000, I note some things have not changed, one issue still at 
the top of the my list, the need for additional volunteers, fresh blood to inject in to the 
Executive Committee, a need for the future leaders to now come forward. Most of the 
long-standing volunteers are ready to hand over the reigns to the future office bearers 
and workers…….but where are they? This year has certainly recognised and 
celebrated the ‘Year of the Volunteer’, but I think the volunteer is becoming a 
dinosaur, at least in table tennis circles. 
 
Although once again down in numbers compared to previous years, the STTA Winter 
Competition offered 6 divisions of play. To ensure plenty of table tennis, the 4 person 
divisions were revamped similar to Spring and Summer Competitions to allow for 
each player to participate in 3 singles rubbers (and a doubles) in a team match on 
Wednesday nights. While the number of team entries were down, it was interesting to 
note many teams elected to have an additional person and ensure that person qualified 
for the finals, thus giving players the opportunity for a night off, or to cover sickness / 
unavailability. I also wish to thank those players who comprised a composite side to 
ensure one division was functional in terms of teams competing. 
 
Southern conducted 3 tournaments during this year, two open tournaments and our 
traditional ‘Players Tournament’ This represented a fair workload on those persons 
comprising the ‘Tournament Sub-Committee’. All three tournaments were conducted 
successfully, and while those participating in tournaments these days is also reducing, 
the players seem to enjoy a hectic day, coupled with an early finish, good facilities, 
good prize money and a well stocked canteen offering a bit of variety for lunch. In the 
traditional way, the Players Tournament concluded with a chicken / salad supper. 
 
This year Southern had 6 teams in the TTSA Winter Competition, the largest number 
of teams we have ever entered to my knowledge. Also as a first, Southern entered a 
team in the highest grade of competition offered by TTSA…..well done to all those 
involved. A thank you to David Longbottom for representing Southern at TTSA 
Winter Match Play meetings and organising fill in players as needed. Although not to 
the extent hoped, Southern was used on occasions to host rounds of TTSA Winter 
Competition nights of play. 
 
Southern took on another face during the June long weekend……table tennis tables 
were stored away, and eight ball tables took their place. Southern was the venue for 
the State Eight Ball Championships. Having spent a bit of time in the canteen during 
the weekend, the place was a buzz for 3 days. This was a joint South Coast Social 
Club / STTA activity. Well done Geoff Goss in coordinating the event, and thank you 
to those members who staffed our very busy canteen. 
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It was great to have Bev James back on deck after her 2 year leave of absence at the 
Sydney Olympics. Both Bev and Helen Berry have produced several newsletters to 
keep the membership informed of whats happening around Southern. This 
communication has not only been through hard copy at the stadium, members are now 
receiving emails as part of our communication strategy. Well done to Helen for 
preparing STTA Winter Competition results in a timely manner, then emailing them 
to the Messenger Newspapers Ltd. for publication in the next issue. 
 
Congratulations to those STTA junior players who represented SA in teams entered in 
the Australian Youth Championships (in Melbourne – April 2001) and the Australian 
Junior Championships (in Sydney – September 2001). Congratulations on your 
successes in both teams and individual events. 
 
Recently each affiliate of TTSA was asked to identify 6 persons to receive volunteer 
pins at the recently held TTSA Winter Presentation. Southern nominated; Colin Pix, 
Barry Rofe, Don Lugg, Wally Schmitt, Ali Potter and James Barbary. It was pleasing 
4 of the six persons were able to attend the presentation function to receive their pins. 
Of this illustrious troop, two also did very well on the door prizes. 
 
One of the disappointing things for me personally was the deterioration of the junior 
development program. Unfortunately the Development Squad is no more, and the 
Friday Night Junior competition is well down in numbers. A rebuilding program is 
required. It’s a slow process before results will be seen, however what needs to be 
done is clear…..deliver more programs in the schools and encourage the students in to 
the table tennis environment. Here we go again. 
 
Last year we started to play with the 40mm ball, something I think caused little 
impact. Next year a few more rule changes come in to operation, I refer to the 11 
point game and associated rule changes. It will be interesting to see how players 
embrace this change…..time will tell. 
 
In closing, I thank the Committee and volunteers for their contributions during the 
2000 / 2001 period of operation, seeking your continued support during the 
forthcoming year. I hope we can find a few more keen people to share the workload 
and step up to lead Southern in the future. 
 
 
 
Maurice Quinn 
Secretary, STTA 


