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As I reflect on the past 12 months, the words ‘busy’ and ‘frustrating’ come to mind. Busy 
….. in the sense that our level of activity remains unchanged, however the number of 
members and persons willing to contribute to the running of the Association seems to be 
reducing. Frustrating …… because despite the efforts of the Committee and Sub- 
Committees, membership has declined this year. 
 
Over the years there has been a notable change in the attitude and willingness of 
persons to contribute to the running of sporting associations. The move seems to be 
towards compensating professional people to administer and develop a sporting body. I 
forecast this may well be the direction Southern need to take in the near future, no doubt 
this will impact on membership and competition fees. Table tennis is a relatively 
inexpensive sport compared to those, which enjoy a higher profile and have paid 
administrators running their sports. Be aware of this likely future outcome. 
 
Putting all of above aside, Southern continues to maintain its operations in a positive 
manner, endeavoring to provide top quality facilities, competitions and social table tennis 
to the expectation of the membership. I thank all those Committees and individuals who 
contribute to this goal. 
 
With South Australia as host to the Australian Closed and Junior Championships during 
the July school holiday period, Southern’s table tennis barriers and umpire chairs were 
deployed to ETSA Park for the said Championships. Consequently, no Lightning Carnival 
was held during this year and the ‘Players Tournament’ was rescheduled with all events 
being conducted on Sunday, 27th August. While numbers were down on normal 
participation, it was an enjoyable day with a well earned BBQ as a finale. 
 
In respect to the Australian Closed and Junior Championships, other than Southern’s 
willingness to close its operations so our equipment could be used at ETSA Park, 
Southern certainly contributed to the running of the event. Thanks to Denise Tiller for her 
role in administration affairs associated with the event, and Geoff Goss for dealing with 
the logistics and loan acquisition of equipment. 
 
The Southern 2000 Winter Competition offered 6 divisions of play, with approximately 20 
less players competing than numbers in 1999. I thank the Winter Sub-Committee for their 
efforts in rallying and organising their respective Clubs. It was notable this year that some 
Clubs struggled to find persons to act on their behalf, approach their players and 
coordinate teams. In 2001 the Association will endeavor to help all Clubs to initially 
communicate with their membership, however I see it essential the concept of Clubs 
forming the basis of the Winter Competition remains. 
 
During 2000, Southern had 3 teams entered in the TTSA Winter Competition (Division 1, 
and 2 teams in Div 4a). Congratulations to the young team of Dwayne Longbottom, Scott 
Houston, Alex Williams and Ben Saunders for taking out the premiership in division 4a. 
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With Southern’s own field coaching trailer now a reality, it is comforting to know we have 
the flexibility and autonomy to undertake table tennis promotion and coaching in a 
manner consistent with our development program. 
 
As I think of that magnificent event called the Sydney Olympics, it is hard to forget the 
contributions of Bev and Brian James, based in Sydney for 2 years, ensuring table tennis 
is presented to the world in a spectacular fashion. Congratulations Bev and Brian, 
however I still look forward to your return home to Adelaide and STTA. 
 
I also take this opportunity to concur with the remarks of our President in recognising and 
appreciating the efforts of Helen Berry who this year accepted the role of Recording 
Secretary. Helen’s commitment to the position was most impressive, equally was her 
willingness to step up from time to time and undertake activities to lessen the work load 
burden on others. Thank you Helen for a job well done. 
 
A note of appreciation is also appropriate to recognise the continuing efforts of our 
Treasurer Geoff Goss in ensuring that sensible financial management of the Association 
is maintained.. Thank you also to Wally Schmitt for coordinating the Tuesday and Friday 
morning social groups, those who looked after the canteen on match nights, our coaches, 
and anyone who contributed in any small way to the running of the Association. 
 
The year 2000 represented the first time rounds of the TTSA winter Competition were 
conducted at Southern. With the Torrens Table Tennis Club venue no longer available to 
host matches, and the total number of matches to be played each round exceeding the 
total number of tables available across all venues, Southern was used to stage early 
round TTSA matches on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. This proved to be a welcomed 
use of our venue and provided our own teams entered in the TTSA Competition with a 
home ground advantage for at least a couple of rounds of the season. 
 
In summarising, while Southern is a fantastic venue at which to train, compete or enjoy a 
social game of table tennis, it is essential the promotion of the game and communication 
with existing players be acknowledged as vital to our stability and growth. While 
undertaking these responsibilities, Southern will endeavor to deliver the activity level 
currently enjoyed by the membership. This is a fairly demanding mission, and I ask all 
members to be supportive of the process. 
 
As a final word, if you can find time to assist in the running of your Association, please 
come forward and make your availability and skills known. 
 
 
Maurice Quinn 
Secretary, STTA 


