
Presidents Report 1999 
 
 
The opening paragraph in my 1998 report made comment “the 1997/98 term of office has 
represented the busiest period of operation I can recall.” Scratch that, from a personal 
perspective, the 1998/99 term of office has represented the busiest period of operation I 
have encountered as an official of the Southern Table Tennis Association. 
 
Bev and Brian: 
While I had a good understanding of the role and activity level of Bev and Brian James in 
fulfilling their respective roles of Secretary and Recording Secretary, having to fill that gap 
in their absence has made me ever more appreciative of the commitment they had made for 
many years to the Southern Table Tennis Association. 
 
Brian applied for, and was successful in securing the position of ‘Results Manager Table 
Tennis, Sydney Olympics 2000’. This fantastic opportunity required Brian’s relocation to 
Sydney as of Easter 1999 to December 2000. Needless to say, where ever Brian goes, Bev 
also goes. While I miss them with a passion, regular e-mail reports indicate they both are 
thoroughly enjoying the challenge, being part of the Sydney Olympics 2000 team and the 
overseas travelling that comes part of the package. Congratulations Bev and Brian, I am 
glad to see your years of commitment to the sport of table tennis has been rewarded. PS. 
Please remember your leave without pay request is only authorised to December 2000. 
 
With Bev and Brian’s departure, the Association ‘s initial concern was who would take 
over the role of Recording Secretary to maintain team and player result data from the 
Winter Competition. Stephen Rayner volunteered to undertake this task and was duly 
appointed as Recording Secretary. Under difficult circumstances (ie computer and 
hardware issues) I thank Stephen for performing an excellent job in fulfilling this role and 
providing players with table allocation information and regular premiership list updates. 
 
Competitions: 
I thank the Winter Sub-Committee for their efforts in fielding as many teams as possible 
and structure divisions to avoid ‘byes’ being necessary. Said efforts resulted in a 1999 
Winter Competition comprising 7 divisions and a total of 51 teams. 
 
While the 1999 Summer Competition was not as well supported as in previous years, the 
current 1999 Spring Competition has a player base of 96 participants. I thank Helen Berry 
and Jo Storken for their involvement in organising the Spring Competition, acting as night 
of play coordinators and looking after the canteen on their respective nights. 
 
The Friday Night Junior Competition has been maintaining a healthy number of junior 
players. The two person format of teams has been well received and helps to ensure 
relatively early night for players. 
 
This year Southern fielded 3 teams in the Table Tennis SA Winter Competition (divisions 
1, 2 and 6). Congratulations go to the division 6 players who remarkably won the grand 
final with only two players (Steven Giang and Colin Li). Matthew McCarthy, the third 
member of the team had relocated to Queensland as part of an employment opportunity. 
 
 



Tournaments: 
Readers of this report will note information pertaining to the successful winners of 
Southern’s Open Tournament is not appended. Unfortunately said Tournament was not 
conducted due to lack of numbers. This outcome was also true for several other 
tournaments to be conducted by other affiliates as part of the 1999 TTSA Calendar of 
Events. 
 
The STTA Players Tournament, as usual, was conducted during the second week of the 
July school holidays. Participation in the event, particularly our normal match night was 
quite good. A smaller enthusiastic group of players attended on the Sunday to participate in 
the handicap and novelty events. Although a BBQ was scheduled for the evening, heavy 
rain necessitated a quick change to hot chicken portions……I could not get any volunteers 
to go outside and cook. 
 
Building Extensions: 
Now well christened, it is good to have facilities which we can call our own. The facilities 
not only provide for the membership (toilet, change room and showers), they allow the 
operations of the Association to be carried out in a more efficient, appropriate and 
comfortable manner. Again, thanks to Geoff Goss for his tireless effort in seeing the project 
through to completion. 
 
State Representation: 
Several Southern players gained State representation during 1999. Special congratulations 
go to Cynthia Langley for being part of the successful SA Over 50 Womens Team to take 
out the Australian title at the 1999 Veterans National Championships. Cynthia was also 
successful in winning the Over 50 Womens Singles. Well done Cynthia. 
 
Congratulations to Steven Hart for being part of the successful SA Under 16 Boys Team 
which took out the Australian Championship. Very well done to Sara Zuidland who came 
away from the Championships in Townsville, Queensland with 3 gold medals. 
 
Financial: 
The Association has recently commenced repayments in respect of a $48,000 loan which 
was necessary to partly fund the building extensions. I assure the membership repayments 
are affordable. I am sure Geoff will provide more information about the loan in his report. 
 
In addition to the $2,000 sponsorship funding we received from the City of Onkaparinga 
towards a coaching trailer during the last term of office, on the occasion of our Winter 
Presentation Day, Minister Robert Brokenshire presented the Association with a cheque for 
$2,500 towards the same project. The construction and outfitting of the coaching trailer is 
all but complete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other: 
After a distinguished playing career including representing Australia at the 1996 Olympics 
in Atlanta, Paul Langley has returned to South Australia (with wife Claire) to live. Paul has 
recently accepted the position of coach of the STTA Junior Development Squad. All is 
looking good for junior development. 
 
From time to time I make an appearance on the 5RPH (1197 on the AM band) Thursday 
morning (7.30am to 8am) ‘Table Tennis Half Hour’. The Southern Table Tennis 
Association and achievements of its members is often acknowledged. I encourage you to 
listen to the show each Thursday morning. 
 
The social sessions of table tennis held on Tuesday and Friday morning continue to be well 
patronised. Thanks to Wally Schmitt for looking after these sessions. 
 
Thanks You: 
There have been many members in one way or another who have contributed to the running 
of the Association during 1998/99. To all those members, a very big thank you. Your 
support is appreciated although this might not always get acknowledged at the time. To 
other members reading this report, my message to you is unchanged, if you have time and 
skills which can assist the progress of our Association, please contact me. 
 
 
 
Maurice Quinn 
President 


