
1998 Annual General Meeting 
 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 

The period since my last report (and particularly in 1998) has been very busy 
for the Members of the Southern Executive Committee. 
 
Finally we saw activity with the development of the Centre.  Whilst not all has 
run smoothly (to say the least), by the end of this week of our Annual General 
Meeting we should have hand over of the new toilets and other facilities.  
Then we have the issue of the floor, which will be fixed up at the end of the 
current playing season.  This raises one very important point with me and that 
is that I believe those players playing in the current Spring Season should 
receive special mention for perservering under trying circumstances. 
 
It is my belief that the new facilities can only enhance what we already offer at 
Southern and I believe the Members will appreciate the benefits. 
 
Whilst talking about the development, I would like to make special mention of 
Geoff Goss who has put in many, many hours at the Centre, not only 
co-ordinating with Council, the Architect and the Builder, but also attending to 
many of the manual tasks needed during this time of development. 
 
Towards the end of last year, this Association was approached by Table 
Tennis Australia and asked to host the 1998 Australian Closed 
Championships.  Whilst it was nice to think that the National body believed we 
had the personnel to undertake such a challenge, it was with some trepidation 
that we accepted it.  We then had to ensure that there would be no financial 
burden on the Association.  After lodging several unsuccessful sponsorship 
applications, we were fortunate in gaining the support of the City of 
Onkaparinga not only in financial terms but with “in kind” sponsorship as well.  
Thanks go to Maurice Quinn for preparing such a professional application 
which was commented on by Council.  Our thanks to the City of Onkaparinga 
for all their support. 
 
The week of the Championships got off to a successful start at the Welcoming 
Reception with our guests being treated to a Phyllis Long banquet.  I am told 
that many of the players were reluctant to attend as these occasions are 
normally boring with very little to eat but they left feeling very satisfied.  I 
believe this set the tone for the week.  Thank you Phyllis, Louise and helpers. 
 
This tone (food wise) was carried on during the week thanks to the efforts of 
Helen Berry, Helen’s daughter Sharon and daughter-in-law Maria who took on 
the task of feeding the players, officials and visitors.  
The highlight for me of the Championships was the final Men’s Teams Match 
between Victoria and South Australia.  The Centre was full of enthusiastic 
supporters from all over and the standard of Table Tennis was very high.  
Unfortunately South Australia went down in a nail biter but the winner was 
Table Tennis. 
 
Part of our sponsorship arrangement with Council included the use of one of 
their Community Buses to transport the players around.  I would like to say a 
big “thank you” to Jo Storken who registered as a Volunteer driver with Council 
and then took on the mammoth task of getting all our interstate guests to and 



from their arrival ports in Adelaide as well as to and from the venue each day.  
A difficult task at the best of times - a job well done. 
 
My thanks go to the members of the Organising Committee, Maurice Quinn, Jo 
Storken, Geoff Goss, Ray Emmersen, Cynthia Langley and Grey Bungey for 
attending to their various tasks willingly and enthusiastically. 
 
One thing that we have learnt out of this exercise is, that whilst we have a 
small but very willing group of workers, to run a Championships of this type you 
need many, many more! 
 
 
� 1998 Winter Competition - A new player grading system was introduced 

this year and seems to have been fairly successful.  The Clubs were 
anxious that Byes be avoided if at all possible and worked well together 
to ensure that this was achieved.  We even saw a composite team 
being introduced so this aim could be achieved.  Thanks to those hard 
working Club Representatives.      

 
� Open Tournament for Seniors and Juniors 23rd and 24th May - The 

numbers attending Open Tournaments around the State are dropping.  
It is probably time that the format of these types of Tournaments is 
looked at but that will involve some radical changes in thinking at all 
levels and may take some doing! 

 
� State Open 4th July - With the Australian Closed being held at the 

Centre a request was made that the State Open be conducted here so 
that the players could familiarise themselves with the conditions.  A 
number of interstate players took up the opportunity and again it was 
good to be able to watch the top Australian players playing at our 
venue.                             

� International Test Match 21st August - The State Association invited the 
French players, in Australian for the Australian Open Championships, to 
Adelaide for a one off Test Match against a team of the top ranked 
Australian players.  This Association hired a couple of Community 
Buses so that as many of the Southern Members and their family and 
friends as possible could get to the event held at the ETSA Park Netball 
Stadium.  Hopefully those that did attend enjoyed the evening.  It was 
also an opportunity for two of our qualified Umpires, Maurice Quinn and 
Brian James, to officiate at this high level. 

 
� Congratulations to the Members of Southern who have been selected to 

represent their State in Australian Championships this year.  I believe 
that in all Championships South Australian performed extremely well 
and I hope they all gained from the experience, enjoying good Table 
Tennis whilst making new friends. 

 
� Southern had two teams representing them in the State Association 

Winter Competition.  Both teams performed extremely well and 
congratulations must go to Matthew Connelly who was top performer in 
his Grade and  Paul Cocks who was equal top performer in his Grade.   

 
� The 1998 Winter Season came to its conclusion with a "Fun Day" at the 

Centre on Sunday the 27th of September.  Unfortunately other events 



and circumstances worked against us (Australian Junior Championships 
in Melbourne and the Crows winning the Grand Final!!!).  Whilst there 
were many there for the actual presentations, the number staying to 
enjoy the BBQ was down on previous years.  For those who did stay 
there was more than enough to eat and most went home with “doggy 
bags”.  Thanks to our chefs John Hack and Ken Fox and also to Ken 
for providing the fish.  Also to Phyllis Long for her dessert treats.  
Obviously we will need to look closely at the calendar for next year to 
make sure we avoid some of the known clashes (i.e. Australian 
Championships).  It has been suggested that the Members may be 
tiring of this type of Presentation Function or that it is too expensive - I 
would really appreciate any comments you, the Members, may have. 

 
Each year I pass on my sincere thanks to the small band of people who assist 
with the activities held at the Centre during the year.  Your willingness and 
dedication to the Association is greatly appreciated by the members of the 
Executive Committee.  Whilst this group is willing and hard working, as I 
mentioned earlier we need to keep the group growing so that we as an 
Association can continue to grow. 
 
To the members of the Executive Committee this year has been very 
challenging but hopefully rewarding and I thank you for your continued support 
and for your work over the last twelve months.  I look forward to working with 
you again for the next twelve months. 
 
While we are well served by a number of people who have been on our 
Committee for many years and other Committee members who are more 
recent, it is important to mention that we need both willing workers and people 
with a diversity of perspectives.  It is normally the case you can only come to a 
good decision after examining all of the possibilities, therefore I urge all 
members who believe that they might have something to contribute to their 
fellow members in our Association to offer their services. 
 
At the back of this booklet you will find the results of the Competitions and 
Tournaments conducted over the last twelve months as well as 
acknowledgments of individual achievements. 
 
Bev. James, Secretary 
21st November 1998. 


