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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 

For the past two years when I have sat down to write my Annual Report I have 
hoped that I would be able to talk about the exciting changes that have been 
happening to the Association’s Centre recently and the progress we have been 
making - but once again I can’t. To repeat a statement made in my Report last 
year “there have been delays and frustrations”.  The only comment I can 
make is that Council have appointed another Consultant to review, not only our 
project, but also the overall development of the whole of Wilfred Taylor 
Reserve. 
 
Most of you will probably have read or heard that Council have been reviewing 
the Management arrangements for all of their facilities.  The Committee has 
been involved in many hours of discussions not only with Council, but also with 
the South Coast Social Club to make sure that the interests of Southern are 
covered in any changes that may be made.  Council has now granted to 
South Coast Social Club a Management Agreement of the whole complex with 
the rights of this Association covered under a Schedule to that Agreement (this 
replaces the Lease and Sub-Lease which existed before).   
 
Now that the Council merger and review of Management arrangements have 
been completed the Committee will be pushing Council to see that the 
recommendations of the new Consultant are pursued as quickly as possible so 
hopefully finally we will know where our future lies. 
 
� The 1997 Winter Competition commenced a few weeks earlier than 

normal.  The reason for this was that the Australian Veterans 
Championships, which are normally held in October/November, were 
being held in Darwin in August.  As this would have caused problems 
with our Major Round matches and could have caused problems with 
the structure of some teams, the Winter Committee made the decision 
to bring forward the starting date for the Winter Competition with only 
one week off during the July School holidays. 

 
� This year our Open Tournament was held over two weekends to spread 

the number of matches played on any one day and to make it more 
comfortable for the players and organisers alike.  The Senior section 
was held on Saturday 10th May, Juniors on Saturday 24th May and the 
Veterans on Sunday 25th May.  My thanks to all who helped over the 3 
days. 

 
� With the changes to the timing of the Winter Competition, this year's 

Player's Tournament was held over two Sundays and again was offered 
to the Members free of charge.  Whilst the numbers may not have been 
as high as we would like those who came certainly got plenty of Table 
Tennis on both days.  A BBQ tea was available to all at a reasonable 
cost and, I hope this was enjoyed by those who stayed.    

 
� Congratulations to the Members of Southern who have been selected to 

represent their State in Australian Championships this year.  I believe that 
in all Championships South Australian performed extremely well and I hope 
they all gained from the experience, enjoying good Table Tennis whilst 



making new friends. 
 
� The 1996 Winter Season came to its conclusion with a "Fun Day" at the 

Centre on Sunday the 14th of September.  For the first time in many years 
I was not able to attend the function as Brian and I were in Darwin for the 
Veterans Championships and also for some sightseeing in the Northern 
Territory.  My thanks go to Geoff and Ivis Goss who took on most of the 
workload.  I understand that once again you were treated to a great feed 
including Ken Fox’s fish and Phyllis Long’s yummy desserts.  Thanks must 
also go to Helen Berry for her help in preparing the day.  I hope you all had 
a great day. 

 
My sincere thanks must to go to the small band of people who assist with the 
activities held at the Centre during the year.  Your willingness and dedication to 
the Association is greatly appreciated by the members of the Executive 
Committee.  This group seems each year to get smaller and smaller and if we are 
to continue to grow then we need more people willing to contribute in some small 
way.   
 
To the members of the Executive Committee I am sure that like me you have felt 
frustrated with some of the events of the last few years but I thank you for your 
continued support and for your work over the last twelve months.  I look forward 
to working with you again for the next twelve months when hopefully we will see 
the Southern Centre bigger and better than ever. 
 
At the back of this booklet you will find the results of the Competitions and 
Tournaments conducted over the last twelve months as well as acknowledgments 
of individual achievements. 
 
Bev. James, Secretary 
30th October 1997. 


