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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 

Another year has passed in the life of the Southern Table Tennis Association.  In my report 
last year I wrote about the enjoyment I got from the building of the Centre and how I hoped the 
Members would get a similar sense of satisfaction and enjoyment from the proposed 
extensions to the Centre.  Unfortunately, in this area, in my opinion, there have been delays 
and frustrations.   
 
The Committee spent many hours in preparing draft plans which they believed incorporated all 
we needed in the proposed extensions, would cause the least interruption to our playing 
activities and would best suit the Association.  Council, as part of its building requirements, 
brought in a Consultant Architect who came up with draft plans which completely disregarded 
the wishes of the Association and was at a cost that we could not hope to achieve.  Then we 
found that Council had other thoughts on possible developments in the area around the 
Centre.  Now we find that with the proposed Council mergers nothing seems to be happening 
and we are left waiting.   With all this uncertainty it has made it very hard for the Executive 
Committee to make positive plans for the future. 
 
�Over a number of years we have been fortunate to receive funding for Junior Development 

from Living Health (formerly Foundation SA) through the South Australian Table Tennis 
Association.  Earlier this year a letter was sent to all the Primary and Secondary 
Schools in our area offering them "in school" coaching or the opportunity to bring a 
group of children to the Centre for coaching sessions.  The response from this 
promotion was encouraging and our thanks must be go Alvan White, Louise Long and 
Mandy Hancock for their efforts.  I have personally received positive feedback from the 
"in school" activities which have lead to participation in SATTA run Schools 
Competitions and bookings for the use of the Centre.  Hopefully we will continue to 
receive funding from Living Health and more children can be introduced to the sport of 
Table Tennis. 

 
�Our Open Tournament was held in May and was well attended.  For the first time Brian used 

his own computer program for the running of the Tournament and I think it was 
generally well accepted by the players, something they will have to accept as more and 
more Tournaments are run using computers.  It's hard for the players to complain to a 
computer!  Some areas where the system could be improved were identified and I am 
sure these will be in place for our 1997 Tournament. 

 
�Southern again invited groups from Combined Churches and Great Southern for a day of 

social table tennis including a BBQ lunch.  Both days were enjoyed by all who 
attended.   

 
�This year's Player's Tournament was offered to the Members free of charge.  It was hoped 

that more of the Members would take part in the many events offered and this certainly 
proved the case with the Novelty Events on the Sunday.  A BBQ tea was available to 
all at a reasonable cost and, I hope this was enjoyed by those who stayed.    

 
�For the first time the activities of the Association were advertised in the Happy Valley Council 

"Notice Board" and details of the Association will now appear in their Information 
Directory.  A number of enquiries have been received from residents in that area.  My 
thanks to Barry Rofe for his suggestion.   

 



�I have been contacted on a number of occasions this year by a group called "Recreation 
Link".  It is their aim to help people with disabilities join in with sporting activities.  A 
number of individual people have attended the Centre on occasions and I thank 
Alvan White for his support there.  We have also had a visit from a support group 
from the Southern area who were so well looked after by Jo Storken that they hope 
to make further visits to the Centre.  My thanks to all Members for their support in 
this area. 

 
�Congratulations must go to one of our past Members, Paul Langley, who represented 

Australia in the Singles and Doubles Events at the Atlanta Olympics.  Paul tells me it 
was a wonderful experience and I am sure was just reward for the efforts that Paul has 
put in to the sport of Table Tennis.  Paul is always willing to put back into the sport 
what he has gained and has made a number of visits to the Centre to talk with our 
upcoming juniors and to impart any knowledge he can.  He is a credit to himself and his 
family.  With the Sydney Olympics just around the corner, who knows who could be 
next! 

 
�Congratulations to the Members of Southern who have been selected to represent their 

State in Australian Championships this year.  In particular I would congratulate Steven 
Hart who was a member of the successful Under 14 Boys team at the Australian Junior 
Championships held in New South Wales in June/July. 

 
�The 1996 Winter Season came to its conclusion with a "Fun Day" at the Centre on Sunday 

the 22nd of September.  For the first time the children participating in the Friday Night 
Competition were invited to join in with the presentations for their competition being 
included.  It was pleasing to see so many of the Members present.  My thanks to 
Phyllis Long who provided us with her yummy desserts, Ken Fox for his fish and to Ivis 
Goss, Helen Berry and John Hack for their help on the day. 

 
�One of the highlights for me this year, and one not directly involved with Southern (other than 

making equipment available), was the Play Safe Sport Australian Veterans Table 
Tennis Championships held at the Clipsal Powerhouse from the 3rd to 9th November.  
Over 220 players aged 40 and over attended from around Australia and New Zealand 
including one lady of 86 from New South Wales.  It was a delight to see the spirit of 
friendship and sportsmanship in which this Championships was played.  Even though it 
was a week of hard work there are many rewards from being involved with such a group 
of people.  I would particularly like to thank Maurice Quinn and Denise Tiller who gave 
up a week of their time to help Brian and I in the administration of these 
Championships.  I hope they enjoyed their involvement as much as I did. 

 
My sincere thanks to the many people who have assisted with the activities at the Centre over 
the past 12 months.  If we overlook to say it, your continued support of the Association is 
greatly appreciated by the members of the Executive Committee as I am sure it is by the other 
Members of the Association.  I hope that you will all continue to support the Association.  To 
the members of the Executive Committee I thank you for your work over the last twelve months 
and look forward to working with you again for the next twelve months. 
 
At the back of this booklet you will find the results of the Competitions and Tournaments 
conducted over the last twelve months as well as acknowledgments of individual 
achievements. 
 
Bev. James, Secretary 
22nd November 1996. 


