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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 
When I sat down to write this report the first thing that came to mind was the milestone that this 
Association reached this year, we paid off our loan for the building.  This lead me to think of 
not only where this Association can go from now but especially where we have come from. 
 
It seems like only the other day that we were dreaming of having a "home" of our own.  It is 
hard to believe that it was in my 1985/86 Report that I commented that we had received a letter 
from Susan Lenehan, the State Member of Mawson congratulating us on the receipt of a 
$35,000 Local Level Facilities Grant and whilst this was not "the" letter I saw it as being the 
sign that all was in readiness for us to proceed.  Who would have believed what took place over 
the next few months.  Those who were not a part of it may find it difficult to relate to, but those 
who were, whilst those months were very demanding, the bonds of friendship that were forged 
and still remain today and the sense of personal achievement felt then and every time you now 
enter the building, leave lasting memories. 
 
I then started to  think about the future and where we can go.  It was raised at the recent Winter 
"Fun Day" that we were looking at extending the building to include, amongst other things, our 
own toilets.  With any future developments I hope that the Members will get as much 
enjoyment through joint efforts and self satisfaction as I did in the building of the Centre.  I am 
sure the subject of future extensions will be a topic for discussion for some time to come. 
 
Over the last twelve months there have been a number of new initiatives undertaken within the 
Association to aid the Members.  The first of these has been the introduction of scoreboards for 
each Table Tennis table.  Our thanks must go to John Hack for designing and making the 
attachments to the umpires chairs with assistance from Jo Storken.  I know, from playing in 
another Association, how much easier it is to umpire with the assistance of the scoreboard and 
also, from working in the Canteen, how it adds to your enjoyment when you can see the 
progress of each and every match in the Centre.  We have also seen the introduction of the 
display holders on each table down the centre aisle in an effort to keep Members informed on 
what is happening or what is about to happen within the Association.  Hopefully all Members 
read the information.  If anyone has anything they would like included they should write it 
down and put it in the pigeon hole of the "Recording Secretary".  The Association now has its 
own T-shirts which are of good quality and come in a full range of sizes.  Additional lighting 
has been installed in the car park to increase security around the Centre.  An extra outdoor 
setting has been put in place for those who like to enjoy the night air.  It certainly came in 
handy at the Winter "Fun Day"! 
 
We should now look back over some of the activities that have taken place during the last 
twelve months:- 
 
- The first "Southern Invitation" was conducted at the Centre on the 12th of March 1995.  
Invitations were sent to Associations based in and around the Southern Association to take part 
in a fun day of Table Tennis followed by a BBQ tea.  Ten teams representing Great Southern, 
Combined Churches and Southern took part and hopefully it was enjoyed by all.  Thanks to 
Maurice Quinn for organising the event.  Hopefully we can continue this with more 
Associations taking part.   
 
- Our Open Tournament was held on the 13th and 4th of May which was a change from our 
normal date in February/March.  As most competitions had already commenced a large number 



of entries were received making it a very challenging day for all involved.  My thanks to the 
members of the Tournament Committee and to all those who helped over the weekend in the 
Canteen. 
 
- A National League match between Adelaide and North Queensland was played at the Centre 
on the 19th of May.  Whilst not well attended it did give some of our newly qualified Umpires 
the opportunity to put what they had learnt into practice. 
 
- An article on activities at the Centre and especially those conducted during the day time and a 
photograph of players enjoying themselves appeared in the June edition of the "COTA" 
(Council on the Aged) magazine.   
 
- The 1995 Winter "Fun Day" was held at the Centre on the 24th of September.  It was pleasing 
to see so many Members present and that a large number stayed to enjoy the BBQ tea which as 
usual included fish provided by Ken Fox and the beautiful desserts of Phyllis Long.  My thanks 
to both of them as well as to John Hack and Ivis Goss for their help on the day.   
 
- The Association entered a team in the "A2" Grade of the South Australian Winter Competition 
finishing the season in second position.  My congratulations to the members of that team, Paul 
Cocks, Adrian Maywald, Craig Wilson and Robert Belcher and especially to Paul who took out 
the "Dial-a-Ribbon" Award for the player with the highest percentage in the Grade.   
 
- During the course of the year a number of our Members represented their State at National 
Championships.  Congratulations to Paul Cocks and Adrian Maywald, members of the Under 
17 Boys team, Felicity Nunn, a member of the Under 17 Girls Presidents team, Mandy 
Hancock, a member of the Women's team, Cynthia Langley, Betty Bird, Marion and Tony 
Bygraves in the Veterans.   Our congratulations also to Ross Schurgott who was selected in the 
Australian wheelchair team to compete at the International Stoke-Mandeville Games.   
 
During the course of a year many people contribute to the running of the activities conducted by 
the Association.  We have the Club delegates who form the Winter Sub-Committee and see to 
the smooth running of that competition: the people who formulate the Spring and Summer 
Competitions and in particular Helen Berry and Maurice Quinn who have taken on the 
unenviable task of organising reserves for the current Spring competition:  Wally Schmitt who 
keep the doors open on Tuesday and Friday mornings: Alvan White, Helen Berry, Maurice 
Quinn and Guy Schulmeister who help in the canteen:  Helen Berry again for her work as 
Booking Officer and keeping the canteen stocked: the coaches who assist in the Schools and in 
the Centre: Maurice Quinn for the Friday night juniors and junior development: the members of 
the Executive Committee and many others who contribute in other ways such as maintenance of 
the building etc. - without any one of these this Association would not keep running as smoothly 
as it does - on behalf of the Members I thank each and every one of them for their support of the 
Association and hope that they will continue. 
  
At the back of this booklet you will find the results of the Competitions and Tournaments 
conducted over the last twelve months as well as acknowledgments of individual achievements. 
 
Bev. James, Secretary 
25th October 1995 


