Winter Season 2014
It is pleasing to report that we have 90 players for the Southern Table Tennis winter season.  Quite a few of our regular players are taking a break but will be available as reserves and we have 3 new players in Justin MANNERS, Christopher GENT and Kasey HOWKINS.

Putting the teams together once again proved a difficult task as we had 18 players who could only play on Thursdays and 30 who could only play on Wednesdays.  The number of players who can then play on either night becomes even more restricted when some of the highest ranked players are allocated to division 1 on Thursday nights and some of the lowest ranked players Wednesday nights.  We also had a number of other factors to consider such as family members playing on the same nights and trying to get people who had successful summer and spring seasons the opportunity to play at a higher level.  Things are never as easy as just grabbing a group of closely ranked players and sticking them into a division

From very early in trying to put the divisions together it became apparent that there were 2 models we could go with and eventually we settled on the version which gave the most players the majority of their matches against similarly ranked players.  The only regret I have is that there are a number of players who deserve a chance to play at the division 1 level and we were unable to accommodate this.  I did spend a lot of time looking at making division 1 a 4 person team but this just caused too many problems in making the other divisions workable.

Hopefully we have managed to make the teams pretty even and you can all enjoy a fun and competitive season.

Marcel STORKEN

On behalf of the Competition Committee

P.S.  Watch out some previews about all the divisions in the next few weeks on our facebook site.

